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Leo X, himself in sympathy with the humanist move-
ment, who assured the author in a friendly brief: "We are
greatly pleased." He even went on to praise the zeal with
which the labour had been undertaken. As an indivi-
dual, thanks to his conciliatory temperament, Erasmus
always knew how to solve the conflict between ecclesias-
tical study and free investigation. Among his contem-
poraries, this was far from being the case, and, conse-
quently, the most furious enmities ensued. His genius as
mediator, his art of bringing about a gentle agreement,
triumphed likewise in this thorniest of spheres.

With these three books Erasmus conquered his epoch.
He had spoken the enlightening word which solved the
problems of his generation; and the calm, compassionate,
humane way in which he coped with the most burning
questions of the day, brought him sympathy from all
sides. Mankind is ever grateful to him who maintains
it to be possible for progress to be made in a rational
manner; and the new century looked with pleasure to
the one man in Europe who was able to appreciate men-
tal and spiritual things from the human point of view.
Too long had ears been tired by the excited babble of
monks, the quarrels of fanatics, by offensive gibes and
lack of understanding on the part of the schoolmen. In
Erasmus was to be found a heart that held the world in
friendly affection; one who, in spite of grievous defects,
believed in this world and wished to lead it into the
realm of clarity. What invariably happens in such
circumstances happened in Erasmus's case. When a
man is determined to deal with the most ticklish pro-
blems of his day, there assemble around him those who
share his views, and this body of faithful admirers in-
creases the master's creative energies by the power of
their serene expectation. All the forces, all the hopes, all
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